arranged some of my young men to support the gate
garrisons."

"The speakers were saying that the lords are staying
for the Peace Meeting. Is that true?"

"Yes, curiously, it is true. They have arranged this
chariot race or something in the Hippodrome forthe day
after to-morrow. The horse-race at Hector's funeral
games and a coronation circus all in one.7'

"Could you not arrest them all on suspicion? Oh,
why did you not seize them when they came to take
leave this afternoon?"

"They are staying on so that they did not come to
take leave. They know that they are suspected. But as
to arresting them, I have no evidence, and until I have I
cannot act, I will not give them that handle against us
of tyranny and so forth. Besides, each of those great
City Palaces of theirs is a fortress with from seventy to
a hundred retainers in it. I have not the men for it. They
would resist arrest and defy us. When one has no
strength one must be more than usually careful. If I sent
forty men to arrest upon suspicion and the forty were
well beaten as they would be, there would be a fine
exultation. No, there are two things which may help us,
evidence that can be used and men of The Kingfishers
here in time.'5

"And in the meantime," she said, "there may be a
sudden blow by the Greens even before the meeting?"

"Yes, why not? It might be successful The more
surprises a man can spring the better his chance of
success. I'm shutting all The City gates at noon to-
morrow, and only known people will be allowed in
before noon. But now I have to go to hear reports. My
aunt bids me say that a room has been prepared for you
if you wish to stay here to-night."
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